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The Path to Licensure 

Did you know that you may only call yourself an architect if you are licensed in  

the jurisdiction in which you work? Becoming licensed is not easy—and  

the process is rigorous in order to protect the public’s health, safety, and welfare. 

For most, the path to licensure involves:  

	 › Earning a professional degree from an NAAB-accredited or CACB-accredited program. 	

	 › Satisfying the Intern Development Program (IDP) training requirements.

	 › Passing all divisions of the Architect Registration Examination (ARE).

education

IDP
ARE

LICENSURE

The National Council of Architectural Registration Boards is committed to protecting the health, safety, �and welfare of the public through effective regulation and exemplary service. 
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Certification

In its purest sense, architecture is a  
profession without boundaries. Take away  
an architect’s mobility and you take away  
one of the hallmarks of the field.

One way NCARB serves the architectural
profession is by certifying architects who
have met the highest professional standards
established by the registration boards
responsible for protecting the health, safety,
and welfare of the public. And while an
NCARB Certificate doesn’t qualify a person
to practice architecture, it does signify that an
architect is licensed … has attended a NAAB-
accredited program … has gone through the
Intern Development Program … has passed 
all divisions of the Architect Registration 
Examination. It’s not easy to become an 
architect, and the NCARB Certificate is a 
testament to the hard work that’s involved 
with becoming licensed to protect the health, 
safety, and welfare of the public. 

The NCARB Certificate is required by many 
jurisdictions when architects seek reciprocal 
registration, and greatly facilitates the 
process in others. NCARB thoroughly vets all 
candidates prior to certification to ensure that 
they meet NCARB’s education, experience,
and examination standards.

 

NCARB recommends to all jurisdictions 
that registration be granted to architects 
with NCARB Certificates without further 
qualifications. This makes it easier for  
NCARB-certified architects to respond to 
business opportunities in other jurisdictions.

The Broadly Experienced Architect (BEA)
Program and the Broadly Experienced
Foreign Architect (BEFA) Program are two 
distinct NCARB programs created to allow
U.S. licensed architects who do not hold
a professional architecture degree from
a NAAB-accredited program and foreign
architects who do not hold a license to
practice architecture from one of NCARB’s
member registration boards to apply for
NCARB certification. Not all jurisdictions
accept NCARB certification achieved through
the BEA and BEFA process for reciprocal
registration. It is important for applicants to
confirm specific requirements for reciprocal
licensing directly with the individual
registration board.

In 2008, NCARB certified 2,229 architects
through the usual process, 24 architects
through the BEA process, and one through 
the BEFA process.

We serve 37,071 active 
Certificate holders.

We certified 2,229  
architects between  

1 January and 31 December 2008.

24 architects were certified 

though the BEA process and one 
though the BEFA Process. 

The National Council of Architectural Registration Boards is committed to protecting the health, safety, �and welfare of the public through effective regulation and exemplary service. 
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Strategic Plan

Strategic Plan 

1. Customer Service
NCARB will implement a service  
leadership plan to position the organization 
as a role model for delivering excellent 
personalized service.

2. Communications
NCARB will more effectively explain its 
mission and programs to its constituents 
and the public.

3. Information Technology
NCARB will provide data security,  
integrity and reliability, and key  
information in a timely fashion and  
in the appropriate format.

4. ARE
NCARB will uphold the reliability,  
validity, and defensibility of the ARE.

5. IDP
NCARB will expand its emphasis on the 
IDP and will strengthen its effectiveness, 
relevance, and validity.

6. Education
NCARB will transform the monograph 
program into a prime benefit of certification.


