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BUILDING LAYOUT VIGNETTE - Sample Passing Solution

Floor 1
This solution succeeds in meeting all of the program
requirements. The main entrance is from the west, and the
receptionist (R) has good visual control of the entrances to the
lobby (L), the game room (GR), and the children’s room (CR).

The locker rooms (LR) have direct access to the multi-purpose
room (MP), and the table/chair storage (TS) is near the multi-
purpose room (MP).
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Schematic Design Procedural Tips
� Before you begin, it helps to tog-

gle between the Program and the
work screen, looking at each in the
context of the other.

� Read the Program and Program
Spaces listing carefully.

� Be sure to keep scrolling until you
have seen all of the Program infor-
mation. Click on the down arrow
on the scroll bar to ensure that
you have seen all of the text.

� You may want to draw each space
so that it has approximately the
required area, assemble the
spaces into a finished floor plan,
then adjust the areas if necessary.
Note that the dimensions that are
given as you draw a space are
from wall centerline to wall
centerline. It is especially
important to take this into
consideration when you are
drawing corridors to code-
required widths, which are
measured from one edge of
the corridor to the other.

� Keep layers from the other floor
turned on to help you see the
limits of the building.

� Check for overlaps while you are
drawing. Be sure to use the check
tool on both floors.

� You are not required to show
doors or wall openings in
elevator walls.

Required view.

Required view.

Visual control
of required
spaces.

Direct access
to exterior.

�� ��



Schematic 
Design

2 Vignettes

BUILDING LAYOUT VIGNETTE - Sample Passing Solution

Floor 2
On the second floor, the small meeting room (SM) is near the
large meeting room (LM). The director’s office (DO) and the 
assistant director’s office (AO) are directly connected to the 
secretarial office (SO). The corridor system is straightforward 

with exit stairs at each end on the second floor and exits to the
exterior on the first floor. There are no dead-end corridors that
exceed the 20-foot limit established in the code.
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Schematic Design ��When elements overlap, you 
may have trouble selecting a 
particular element.  If this happens,
keep clicking (without moving 
the mouse) until the desired 
element highlights.

Warnings
�� Wall openings may be drawn only

between circulation areas (includ-
ing corridors).  Circulation areas
are indicated by a lighter hatched
background.

�� Be sure that the walls of adjacent
circulation areas (including corri-
dors) are opened by doors or 
wall openings.

�� Remember that you cannot 
move elements from one floor 
to another.

Tools You Might 
Find Useful
�� Zoom to see the walls more clearly

�� Full-screen cursor to help you line
up the walls

�� Sketch grid tool to help you align
elements

“Open to below”
is properly 
located above
high ceiling
space.

Straightforward
egress system.

Direct access 
requirements
provided.

Relationships meet
program requirements.
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BUILDING LAYOUT VIGNETTE - Sample Failing Solution

Floor 1
This solution has many problems that resulted in a failing score.
The main entrance is from the east instead of from the west, as
required. The receptionist (R) does not have adequate visual
control over the entrance to the children’s room (CR). 

Overview

Interior Layout
Vignette

Building Layout
Vignette

References

11July 2011 ARE® 4.0

Schematic Design

No visual control
of children’s room.

Building entrance
from the wrong
street.





The Architect’s Studio Companion: 
Technical Guidelines for Preliminary Design
Edward Allen and Joseph Iano
John Wiley & Sons, latest edition

Architectural Graphic Standards
Charles G. Ramsey and Harold R. Sleeper
The American Institute of Architects
John Wiley & Sons, latest edition

Time-Saver Standards for Architectural Design Data
Donald Watson, Michael Crosbie, and 
John Hancock Callender, Editors
McGraw-Hill, latest edition
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