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BUILDING SECTION VIGNETTE

General Tips for Taking Building Section Directions
On the work screen, locate a grade line and draw a schematic
building section corresponding to the section cut line shown
on the floor plan. You will be asked to draw elements such as a
slab on grade, finished ceilings, interior partitions, ducts, etc.
You are required to draw only the elements that are cut by the
cut line as well as joists in elevation immediately adjacent to
the cut line. A 4 in [100 mm] deck will be drawn automatically
on top of the joists you select. The left side of your section
should be placed along the line that is designated
“exterior face of section.”

Your section should include all required sectional components
and should reflect accurately the dimensions, structural
relations, and spatial relations indicated in the program
and the plans. Vertical clearances not explicitly stated in the
program or vignette directions must be accurately interpreted
and indicated on your solution.

Before beginning your solution, you should review the pro-
gram information that can be accessed through the Vignette
Index screen and the architectural, mechanical, and structural
layers of the floor plans on the work screen.
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Make sure that the
walls you draw in
section align with
those in plan at the
cut line.

Use the “Layers” tool
to turn portions of the
background drawings
on and off to help you
better understand the
information.









The Architect’s Handbook of Professional Practice
Joseph A. Demkin, AIA, Executive Editor
The American Institute of Architects
John Wiley & Sons, latest edition

Architectural Graphic Standards
Charles G. Ramsey and Harold R. Sleeper
The American Institute of Architects
John Wiley & Sons, latest edition

Building Construction Illustrated, Third Edition
Francis D. K. Ching and Cassandra Adams
John Wiley & Sons, latest edition

Canadian Handbook of Practice for Architects
Committee of Canadian Architectural Councils and
The Royal Architectural Institute of Canada,
latest edition

CSI Manual of Practice
Construction Specifications Institute, latest edition

Rules of Conduct
National Council of Architectural Registration Boards,
latest edition

This list represents the significant AIA documents that
have content covered in the Construction Documents &
Services portion of the examination, and is not intended
to be an exhaustive list of all possible references for this
division of the examination.

Conventional Family
A101-2007 Standard Form of Agreement Between

Owner and Contractor where the basis
of payment is a Stipulated Sum

A201-2007 General Conditions of the Contract
for Construction

A701-1997 Instructions to Bidders
B101-2007 Standard Form of Agreement Between

Owner and Architect
C401-2007 Standard Form of Agreement Between

Architect and Consultant

Contract Administration and Project Management Forms
A305-1986 Contractor’s Qualification Statement
G701-2001 Change Order
G702-1992 Application and Certificate for Payment
G703-1992 Continuation Sheet
G704-2000 Certificate of Substantial Completion
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REFERENCES

The following references are presented to assist candidates in preparation for the examination. This list represents texts
that have content covered in this division of the examination. This is not intended to be an exhaustive list of all possible
reference materials for the subject area. NCARB makes no guarantee that the various references are currently in print.
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